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persevered in his pension vetoes without making
any movement towards a change of system, and
the only permanent effect of his crusade was an
alteration of procedure on the part of Congress in
order to evade the veto power. Individual pension
bills are still introduced by the thousand at every
session of Congress, but since President Cleve-
land's time all those approved have been included
in one omnibus bill, known as a "pork barrel bill,"
which thus collects enough votes from all quarters
to ensure passage.

President Cleveland found another topic for
energetic remonstrance in a system of privilege
that had been built up at the expense of the post-
office department. Printed matter in the form of
books was charged eight cents a pound but in
periodical form only one cent a pound. This dis-
crimination against books has had marked effect
upon the quality of American literature, lowering
its tone and encouraging the publication of many
cheap magazines. President Cleveland gave im-
pressive statistics showing the loss to the Gov-
ernment in transporting periodical publications,
"including trashy and even harmful literature."
Letter mails weighing 65,337,343 pounds yielded
a revenue of $60,624,464. Periodical publications